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INSURANCE COMMISSION OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA AMENDMENT BILL 2013 
Second Reading 

Resumed from 12 June. 

Declaration as Urgent 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Treasurer) [3.56 pm]: In accordance with standing order 168(2) — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Which standing order, Treasurer? 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: It is frequently used, Mr Speaker.  

In accordance with standing order 168(2), I move — 

That the bill be considered an urgent bill.  

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park) [3.56 pm]: The opposition will again be opposing this motion of urgency. I 
want to reflect for four and a half or five minutes about why we will oppose this. Pretty much every single piece 
of legislation that has been brought on has been declared urgent, in particular, the Duties Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2013—that tax slug on the business sector. Now the government has moved to declare as 
urgent a piece of legislation that was introduced a week ago. When the duties bill was declared urgent, the 
Leader of the House, the Minister for Planning, made the point that it was not that bad because the duties bill 
was only a day short of the three-week requirement. Now a significant piece of legislation that will have, in the 
opposition’s view, a significant impact on the Insurance Commission of Western Australia will be debated after 
being laid on the table for just one week. Members opposite at some point have to start realising that this is not 
the way to conduct government business. The very reason that the standing orders exist is to allow members of 
Parliament—not just the opposition, but all members of Parliament—to consult about the legislation’s 
implications and to speak to third parties who may be affected by it. For example, the RAC has already been 
critical of the Insurance Commission of Western Australia Amendment Bill 2013, but I have not had the 
opportunity to meet with the RAC; it is scheduled for this Friday. Now there is no point because, no doubt, the 
government will use its numbers to ram this legislation through the lower house. There is no opportunity to 
consult with third parties. This has some history.  

Friday a week ago, I was offered a briefing on this bill—before it had even been introduced. The Treasurer was 
kind enough to offer the opposition a briefing, before it had even seen the bill! I had no idea what the bill was 
even about. That was scheduled for 4.00 pm last Tuesday, 11 June. Members will recall—because I know they 
were all here paying attention—that what happened just before then was a declaration of the duties bill as an 
urgent piece of legislation. That briefing, on a bill that had not yet been introduced and second-read in 
Parliament, was deferred. In light of the fact that the duties bill had been declared urgent and as the shadow 
Treasurer I would need to speak to that, I requested the Treasurer’s office to reschedule the briefing because, for 
a start, I had not seen the second reading speech or the legislation. The notice of motion to introduce the 
Insurance Commission of Western Australia Amendment Bill 2013 was given on 11 June, and the second 
reading speech was delivered on 12 June. Since that time there has been email correspondence between the 
Treasurer’s office and the state Parliamentary Labor Party secretary here at Parliament House. The Treasurer’s 
office offered me the opportunity to be briefed this Friday, and I took that opportunity. As all members know, 
diaries are hard to manage, particularly when Parliament sits.  

Debate interrupted, pursuant to standing orders. 

[Continued on page 1826.]  
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